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Atvirumo laikas

Pastarieji dveji metai pandemijos kontekste atnesé daug issukiy ir vertybiy perkainavimo.
Neatsitiktinai paroda ,Aukstaitijos dailé 2022" lydi Zodis ,Atviras”, kuris yra lyg raktas, atraki-
nantis skirtingas duris j $ios ekspozicijos patyrima.

Kol kartojomeés pandemines pamokas, netrukus visus supurté teroristiniai Rusijos veiks-
mai Ukrainoje, kurie sujudino zeme ir po lietuviy kojomis. Sakoma, kai ateina toks laikas,
kai apgaubia nezinia, baimé ir beprasmybeé, reikia daryti tai, kg moki geriausiai. Ir nesvarbu,
ar tai vakarienés ruosimas, ar paveikslo tapymas. Kai pasaulj vieng dieng sustabdé virusas,
privaléjome atsiriboti nuo artimyjy, nuo pomégiy, gal net atidéti svajones. Absurdiska, bet
zmogiskas artumas buvo pavojingiausias atstumas. O kai vir$ sirdziy pakibo karo nuojauta,
mes mokémeés susitelkti ir padéti uz laisve kovojantiems zmonéms. Ir kuo Cia détas menas...
Siais neramiais laikais menininkai yra tie Zzmonés, kurie savo darbais gali jkvépti tikejimo arba
atvirks&iai — padéti atsipeikéti ir likti budriems, kai Ziauri realybé nebestebina.

Teko matyti ne vieng ,Aukstaitijos dailés” paroda, daznai jos bddavo kupinos jvairiausiy
temy ir meninés raiskos formy. Zvelgiant j Siemet eksponuojamus darbus atrodo, kad kriniai
jungiasi | bendrg pasakojima, kuriame papildo vienas kita. Cia absurdas persipina su viltimi, o
istoriné atmintis su dabarties bUsenomis. Jdomu ir tai, kad anks¢iau parodose dominavusi ta-
pyba §jkart draugiskai dalinasi erdve su kitomis medijomis. Siame kontekste démesj atkreipia
tekstilés darbai, kurie per se tarsi yra archajiska tradiciné medija, tac¢iau sios parodos konteks-
te suskamba Siuolaikiskai ir uzkabina ne tik savo kontekstualumu, bet ir aktualia forma (Indré
Svirplyté, Viera Olsauskiené, Savirija KaziGnaite). Tekstilé tampa atramos tasku ir menininkiy
Auksés Draugelienés bei levos Baltrénaités jautriuose darbuose. Pastaroji menininké per tai,
kas arc¢iausiai musy kano — audinj, riba — pasakoja istorijg. Jos meninis tyrimas ,1940-1970 m.
Lietuvos motery drabuziai” nuotraukose atveria praeities klodus. Siandien mokéti prisiminti
ir saugoti yra svarbu.



Didzioji dalis parodoje pristatomy kariniy reflektuoja dabartj ar tik neseniai prabégusj lai-
ka. Vilijos Balcitnienés keramikos darbuose apsigyvena daugeliui gerai pazjstamos busenos,
kurios istinka neramiy permainy laike, o greta atsirades Aistés Kalvelytés keramikos objektas
kursto pasipriesinimo ir maisto nuotaika. Giedriaus Mazaro skulptara ,Blue Yellow” be uzuo-
lanky kalba apie Ukrainos kovg uz laisve, $ig temga permasto ir Artaras Stancikas, kuris suktré
didziulj miniatidriniy abstrak¢iy portrety ciklg. Tai beveidziai, trapiomis kojomis, nejauciantys
Zemes po savo pedomis. Ramunas Grikevicius, per pandemijg tapes miegancius Zmones,
§j kartag mus panardina | kitokig nezinios buseng. Drobé ,Vaiks¢iojimas po vandeniu” tarsi
vilioja apgaulingais roziniais tonais, bet tuo paciu kelia konflikta, i$ kurio sunku issilaisvinti.
Fotografai Andrius Repsys, Dan Hermout ir Jonas Staselis kariniuose dekonstruoja gamtos
vaizdinius, sumaiso dangy su Zeme, palieka jausma ir sustojusj laika.

Nors atrodo, kad Siy mety ekspozicijoje daug kdriniy, kurie kviecia nerti j gylj, j nepato-
gias ir kartais ne tokias dZiugias temas, taciau tai atsveria darbai, kurie | kasdienybe Zvelgia
pro ironiskg ar sarkastiska filtrg (leva Blazevicitté, Stasys Povilaitis). Dalis menininky savo
kdriniuose laikosi savo karybineés linijos, kurios neblasko pasaulinis chaosas. Sviesos, spal-
vy ir vilties jpucia Remigijus Kriukas, Irina Nosova, Goda Pele, Tomas Rudokas ir kt. Jdomiu
atradimu tapo Ricardo Pelecko darbai, kurie tapybos pagalba imituoja grafikos efekta, o
paveiksluose matomi personazai ir elementai subtiliai nukreipia mus j meno ir kultGros
istorijg.

Menininkas Darius Misiinas atsigrezé | mazai Zinoma patirtj — sinestezija. Tai reiskinys, kai
dirginant vieng i$ pojuciy jutimo organy nevalingai kyla ne vienas, o du ar dar daugiau poju-
¢iy, todél taip kartais gimsta spalviné klausa. Si reiskinj menininkas tam tikra prasme leidzia
patirti ir ZiGrovui, taciau tuo paciu Sis karinys jkvepia susimastyti, kad gyvename laike, kai
masy juslés ir kiinai nuolat dirginami iSoriniy jvykiy ir procesy. Banant atviru aplinkai svarbu
islaikyti atviruma sau ir nepamesti esaties.

Siemet parodoje susitike kdriniai yra pastarojo laiko veidrodis, j kurj, pragjus dar keliems
metams, vel zilresime kitaip, bet 3iandien Zvelgiant i$ artimos distancijos galima pajausti,
kad Sio krasto menininkai savo darbais ir vizijomis sukasi pasauliniy jvykiy epicentre. Kas juos
visus iSskiria? Tai jautrumas sau ir savo aplinkai. Gebéjimas atverti skaudancias Zaizdas, taisyti

istorines klaidas bei priminti, kad kasdienybés Zavesys skleidZiasi paprastuose dalykuose.
Todél ekspozicija Zilirova tarsi jsodina j eklektiskg karusele, kuri jsuka per jvairiapusiskas nuo-
taikas.

Paroda ,Aukstaitijos dailé” — tai erdvé, kurioje susiduria ne tik skirtingy karty ir patirciy
kGréjai, bet ir gimsta netikétos jungtys. Lankytojas ¢ia turi laisve atrasti savo Zitros kelig, susi-
tapatinti su vienu i$ kariniy arba suristi juos visus j vieng nesibaigiancig istorija.

Karolina Tomkeviciateé | 2022

Time of Openess

In the context of pandemic, the last two years have brought many challenges and reeval-
uation of values. It is no coincidence that the exhibition "Art of Aukstaitija 2022" is accompa-
nied by the word "Open", which is like a key that unlocks different doors to the experience
of this exhibition.

While we were repeating the pandemic lessons, suddenly everyone was shaken by the
terrorist actions of Russia in Ukraine, which put in motion the ground under the feet of
Lithuanians as well. They say that in the times of uncertainty, fear and futility you should do
things what you can do the best. And it doesn't matter if it's cooking your dinner or painting
a picture. One day, when the world was stopped by a virus, we had to distance ourselves
from our loved ones, from our pleasures, maybe even put our dreams on hold. Absurd, but
human proximity was the most dangerous distance. And when the foreboding of war was
hanging over our hearts, we were learning to concentrate and help the people fighting for



freedom. And what does the art have to do with it? In these troubled times, artists are those
people who can inspire faith with their works or vice versa — help to come back to yourself
and stay alert when the cruel reality is no longer surprising.

| had the opportunity to see more than one "Art of Aukstaitija" exhibition. Often they
were full of various themes and forms of artistic expression. Looking at the works exhibited
this year, it seems that these works create a common narrative, in which they supplement
each other. Here absurdity mingles with hope, and historical memory intertwines with cur-
rent states. It is also interesting that painting, which used to dominate the exhibitions, this
time amicably shares the space with other media. In this context, attention is drawn to
textile works, which per se are an archaic traditional medium, however, in the context of
this exhibition, they sound modern and draw attention not only with their contextuality,
but also with their actual form (Indré Svirplyté, Viera Olsauskiené, Savirija Kazitnaité). Textile
also becomes a focal point in the sensitive works of artists Auksé Draugeliené and leva Bal-
trénaité. The latter artist tells a story through what is closest to our body - fabric, clothes. Her
artistic research "Lithuanian women's clothing in 1940-1970" opens the layers of the past in
the photos. Today, being able to remember and store memories is important.

Most of the works presented in the exhibition reflect the present or recent time. Vili-
ja Bal¢iGniené's ceramic works are inhabited with many well-known states that occur in a
time of turbulent changes, while Aisté Kalvelyté's ceramic object that appeared next to it
incites a mood of resistance and rebellion. Giedrius MazUras' sculpture "Blue Yellow" speaks
openly about the Ukrainian struggle for freedom, this topic is also reconsidered by Artaras
Stancikas, who created a huge cycle of miniature abstract portraits. They are faceless, with
fragile legs, who do not feel the ground under their feet. Ramanas Grikevicius, who painted
sleeping people during the pandemic, plunges us into a different state of uncertainty this
time. The canvas "Underwater Walking" seems to entice with deceptive pink tones, but at
the same time creates a conflict from which it is difficult to escape. Photographers Andrius
Repsys, Dan Hermout and Jonas Staselis deconstruct images of nature in their works, mix
the sky with the earth, and leave behind a feeling that time has stopped.

Although it seems that this year's exhibition contains many works that invite you to dive

deep into uncomfortable and sometimes not so joyful topics, this is counterballanced by
works that look at everyday life through an ironic or sarcastic filter (leva Blazeviciate, Stasys
Povilaitis). Some artists follow their own creative line in their works, which is not distracted
by global chaos. Light, color and hope seeps from works of Remigijus Kriukas, Irina Nosova,
Goda Pele, Tomas Rudokas and others. An interesting discovery was the works of Ri¢ardas
Peleckas, who imitate the effect of graphics with the help of painting, and the characters
and elements seen in the paintings subtly direct us to the history of art and culture.

Artist Darius Misidnas turned to a little-known experience — synesthesia. It is a phenom-
enon where not one, but two or even more sensations arise involuntarily when one of the
sense organs is stimulated, which is why color hearing is sometimes born. The artist allows
the viewer to experience this phenomenon to a certain extent, but at the same time, this
work inspires to think that we live in a time when our senses and bodies are constantly irri-
tated by external events and processes. In being open to the environment, it is important
to remain open to yourself and not lose your essence.

The works presented at this year's exhibition are a mirror of recent times, which we will
look at differently after a few more years, but today, looking from a close distance, one
can feel that the artists of this region are at the epicenter of global events with their works
and visions. What makes them exceptional? That is sensitivity to oneself and one's environ-
ment. The ability to open painful wounds, correct historical mistakes and remind us that the
charm of everyday life lies in simple things. Therefore, the exhibition puts the viewer on an
eclectic carousel that spins through diverse moods.

The exhibition "Art of Aukstaitija" is a space where not only creators of different genera-
tions and experiences meet, but also where unexpected connections are born. The visitor
has the freedom to discover his own way of watching, to identify with one of the works or
to connect them all in one never-ending story.

Karolina Tomkeviciate | 2022



Alis Balbierius. Be pavadinimo / Untitled Vilija Bal¢ianiené. Busena tustuma / Emptiness State

Asambliazas / Assembly / 46 x 58 cm Akmens masé, glaztra / Stoneware, glaze / H - 27 cm




leva Baltrénaité. 1940-1970 m. Lietuvos motery drabuZiai / 1940-1970 Lithuanian Women's Clothing

Meninis tyrimas / Artistic Research

COMPLAINT

(W LT,
T o
AT R

¥ rlp”.,‘ﬂﬂ“@

L]

L T LB
.il“ LA T
' ey

=%

I T T I TR T T T T

L R SR

leva Blazeviciaté. MaZi padrasinimai / Little encouragements
Skaitmenine iliustracija / Digital lllustration / 21 x 29.7 cm
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Fausta Dirzyté. Agurky vonia / Cucumber’s Bath

Aliejus, akrilas, drobé / Oil and acrylic on canvas / 140 x 145 cm

Auksé Draugeliené. Busenos / States

Autoriné technika, audimas / Author’s technique, weaving / 50 x 70 cm



Ramiinas Grikevigius. Vaiki¢iojimas po vandeniu / Underwater Walking Dan Hermouet. Dekonstruotas krastovaizdis / Deconstructed Landscape

Aliejus, drobé / Oil on canvas / 140 x 150 cm Cianotipija ant lino / Cyanotype on flax / 270 x 140 cm, 4 dalys / 4 pieces
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Aurelija Kairyté-Smolianskiené. Maudynés po ménuliu / Bathing under the Moon Aisté Kalvelyté. Naikinimo padargai. MUsy niekas nesustabdys / Destruction Implements. No One Will Stop Us
Aliejus, drobé / Oil on canvas / 60 x 80 cm Molis, glazdra, 1020°C/ Clay, glaze, 1020°C/H - 53,5 cm
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Liucija Karaliené. Akis hortenzijos / Eye of The Hydrangea Savirija Kazianaiteé. Ritmika / Rhytmics
Fotografija / Photograph /80 x 80 cm Dzjutas, vilna / Jute, wool / 105 x 140 cm



Edvinas Klimas. Asmeninis identitetas / Personal Identity Remigijus Kriukas. Raudonas 3viesos blyksnis / Red Flashlight

Aliejus, drobe / Oil on canvas / 100 x 150 cm Pastas, formuotas stiklas / Blown, formed glass / H - 64 cm



Mantas Krulis. Stop karui Ukrainoje / Stop War in Ukraine Sigitas Laurinavicius. Arlekino kepuré / Harlequin’s Hat
Skaitmeniné spauda / Digital print Skaitmenine spauda / Digital print




Ex libris

Kun.dr.
Gediminas Jankiinas
Henrikas Maziras. Ekslibrisas kunigui Gediminui Jankdnui / Ex-libris to Priest Gediminas Jankunas Giedrius Mazuras. Blue Yellow
Skaitmeniné grafika / Digital Art /8 x 11 cm Metalas, stiklas / Metal, glass / H = 194 cm



Darius Misianas. Hamleto monologas / Hamlet's Monologue Ricardas Nicajus. Gamtos globéjos muzika / Music of the Patron of Nature
Piestukai, popierius / Pencils, paper / 40 x 49 cm Aliejus, fanera / Oil on plywood / 82 x 60 cm




Irina Nosova. Kaimas (lauke) / Village (Outside) Viera OlSauskiené. Langas / Window
Aliejus, akrilas, drobé / Oil and acrylic on canvas / 80 x 100 cm Veltinis / Wool felt /120 x 90 cm



Valentinas Pecininas
COVID-19. Infekciné ligoning, palata nr. 317 / COVID-19. Infectious Disease Hospital, Ward no. 317 Goda Pele. Alisa / Alice
Fotografija / Photograph /30 x 56 cm Kompiuteriné grafika / Digital art / 60 x 40 cm



Ri¢ardas Peleckas. Kvartetas ir piano juodais / Quartet and Piano in Black Stasys Povilaitis. I3 serijos ,Apie gyvulius ir Zmones” / From the series "About Animals and Humans”
Akrilas, drobé / Acrylic on canvas / 120 x 200 cm Fotografija / Photograph / 100 x 80 cm
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Andrius Rep3ys. Susaudytas dangus / The sky is shot

té. I3 ciklas ,Pasikartojantis” / From the series “Circular”

Rita RazilUnai

Fotografija / Photograph / 75 x 100 cm

Lino raizinys / Linocut / 25 x 25 cm
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Marija Rudokaité. Komunikacija / Communication Tomas Rudokas. Zaidimas rutuliukais / Game of Balls

Aliejus, drobé / Oil on canvas / 30 x 24 cm Akrilas, drobé / Acrylic on canvas /80 x 80 cm



Laima Skrebyté. Keistas sapnas / Strange Dream
Vaskiné pastelé / Wax pastel / 30 x 40 cm
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Arturas Stancikas. Beveidziai / Faceless
Aliejus, drobé / Oil on canvas / 208 x 300 cm, kintantis / shifting



Jonas Staselis. Gesty poetika / Poetics of Gesture Indreé Svirplyté. Spjaudyti ugnj / Spitting fire
Fotografija / Photograph / 53 x 35 cm Vilna, akrilas / Wool, acrylic / 73 x 53



Povilas Siau¢itnas. Kunigas Justas / Priest Justas Marija Sileikaité-Ciéirkiené. Nesanti rika / Carrying Fog
Lino raizinys / Linocut / 36 x 26 cm Fotografija / Photograph / 100 x 70 cm



Vytautas Tallat-Kelpsa. i

Greté Tvarkinaité. Decalcomania / Dekalsomanija
i Fotografija / Photograph / 19 x 24 cm

Preliudas 02 24 / Prelude 02 24

Azuolas, raudonmedis, gilzés / Oak, Mahogany, Cartridge / H - 163



Paulius Vepstas. Balandis / April llona Zvinakiené. Tas beprotiskai grazus Zydéjimas / That Insanely Beautiful Bloom
Fotografija / Photograph / 40 x 60 cm Aliejus, drobe / Oil on canvas / 100 x 150 cm
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